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I Johnny Evers Declares the
I Underhand Throw Is the
1 One Essential Thing that
I the Guardian of Keystone
I Sack Must Possess Out--
II side Usual Physical and
I Mental Qualifications.
Hi n f - T'S the underhand throw," said

H 1 1 M""""""! Johniy Evers, whon asked

'J what he considered the ono
mont essential quality of the

II
S second baseman. "It used to

J be said that the difference be- -

f'--- j tween a minor and a major

mm
C-- r loague player was the last foot

HM cl the path to first base. The major leaguer
Hi kept going; and with added speed, If possible,
HI while the minor player slowc up, If anything.

B At least that wa3 the general supposition.
HB "It's that way about playing second base. Of
MH course, there arc all the other physical quallfl- -

HVJ cations and also the mental ones, but to myH n,lnd o "nderhand throw lu the one essential
Viat makes the second baBcman the undcr--

HBj hand throw, and equally Important, Its proper
control. Anyone- can throw underhand, In aHl i way. But the throw Is useless and worse ifH tho second baseman doesn't control it. Controlm means as much on the part of the second basc- -

M man as It does to the pitcher.
H "It'a the underhand throw that quickens thoH time from tho second baseman to first or secondH or thu-d- , wherever tho ball is destined for. AndB t Is the underhand throw that, In hundrcda ofM Instances, hns checked the runner where thoroH vould.be no chance at all if the fielder had tom itraIhton out. and throw ovorhand,H "When the second baseman Is playing backm and ho stops a hot roller or knocks dov.n a linerH nino-tenth- H of tho time ho hasn't tho tlmo toW Btralghten up. It is here that tho undcrliandH throw comes in. And Iota of tlmc ji0 has toH ?rab up the ball and toss it while he is stillH ruilrilng. It takes practice to moke these hur- -H 1 Jled throws, and, another thine, tho voungsterH J must be enrcful of hi arm. There in'a certainH S snap, of course, which one must use. but ypungH l?loyer. especially nro prone to put too muchH map Into the undorhand throw, and na u re- -H Hull their anus don't last as lunganthcv would

j qthenviKg.

H .Vs,a mattnr of fact, it is mor.t of a swingH than n snap behind tlie throw Sometimes. InB a hurry J put more thanxnup usual, but, as aH rule, my underhnniT :W Is more on the or- -H der of a swinging niotlon.'and it docs not tire
LLLLH

the arm nor injure it. The youngster" whostarts out playing second base and uses a snap
to his underhand throw will bo laid up with a
sore arm pretty soon. Sometimes when ha
plays but ono or two games a woek ho may get
by with It. But when ho gets to playing over?day the snap will toll very quickly on his arm.

"The real underhand throw is a natural mo-
tion If it is properly controlled; the snap throw
1p not natural, and hence it is Injurious to thearm.

"Tho eecond baseman must havo a perfect
working Understanding with tho shortstop; h
must study his companion guardian of tho sackand you will find that the best lnflolds are those
In whloh the shortstop and second basoman
work In perfect unison. Whoro thoy don't, Itis a weak inflold. Each must know whoso dutyIt is each tlmo to take the throw from thocatcher or pitcher when thero is a runner on,
and whose duty it is to back up tho throw.

, Whenever the Bignala get crossed, and thero isno excuse for this, or whenever the two aro notworking In perfect accord, then it means disas-ter, especially if the opposition Is getting many
men on tho bags, Secpnd Is tho koystono oftho Inflold and it is rJgnt around that bag thatmany games are won and lost.

Evers says that IJole appeared to him theneatest and most graceful of second basemen.
"Ho never appears to muss anything up, or honever did In thd games I havo'secn him play
said Even. "Everything was done with Kuchapparent caso thero didn't appear to bo much'
effort put in his work; he didn't seem to spill
himself about like some second basomen andho was always graceful."

Lajoio still is gracoful and neat In his field,ing, but at that Evers and many anothor prob-ably go after hard chances which hi hismore youthful days never botnercd about. La-Jol- o

Jk not tho fielder he was aomo veaV ago
-- but in.. Is still a great second baseman, and ho

Ik still as fast an aomo of his more youthful
Aw.8t ycar Uc playcd In no cs withtho Athletics, made 2ol putonts, K52 assists 1errors and ranked eighth among AmericanLeague second-sneker- s. with a Molding average

oi ..Hi And in 12ft games l,c batted .2S0. u
I still sood for another seawon or so. uc i3 a, powerful man. and wntlo he has been
floyer ' ? yS.;lra 1,u ,s tl'1 sra

Evers himself is one of lnc great second.

Backers in the game, possibly the best In tho
National League, and thero arc some who think
ho Is tho best In the game today. Others claim
that Collins of the "Whlto Sox Is tho greatest
Every ono knows of the great Tinker to Evers
to Chance combination which won pennants
and championships for the Cuds, and while the
playing days of thft other two aro about ovorv
Evers is still playing a gamo as good, or nearly
no. as that he played for tho Cubs. It Is not
merely his fielding about second Dase. howover,
which makes him at great player, but his work
In every department of the gunjo. Few then,
nro who will dispute that to revere, more Hum
any ono jnan, should go tho credit for tiio

great showing made by tho Boston Braves In
1014. And also thero la little doubt but that
last ycar had Evers playcd in every gamo with
tho Braves they would have won tho pennant.
Ho lias been called tho spark plug of tho
13raves machine, and it is no misnomer.

MaranvIHe is a great shorstop, but he never
really blossomed out until ho had Evers work-
ing at his left side. And not only that, tho on-tlr- o

Boston team worked hotter with Evers In
Lhjp game than over before. Stalling of course.
JsFthc manager of the team, anl io has been
called the "Miracle Man." But lh Oidii tvjallv
belongs to Klbld Captain Evo'rs. Tie latter In-

jected an energy and vim into tho playing u

tho Braves which no other team had. Andyot this samo energy and vim wero overdone
In 191C. so much so that tho Boston toam be-
came unpopular, in a way with tho public, butespecially with tlfo other teams. It was not so
much the fault of Evers, howover. Players on
other teams havo always liked Evers. Whatlie said on the field wao forgotten by thorn aftertho gamo. They recognized his outbursts butas part of the game. But they did not boeadlly overlook outbursts on tho part of othormembers of. the team.

Cutshaw of Brooklyn is a second baseman
who ranks high, lie Is not regarded 03 agreat second basoman, however. Iierry .Doyle,

- ri .
T

ttiehoff, VIcoc, Zimmerman, who played 101 v
games at;.Hocond last year, and Fitbpatrick aW

other good second-sacke- rs In tho National i
league, but nono jot those ranka with Evers. j

There aro many who contend that Eddie Col )

Una of the Whlto Sox la the greatest .aocond j

basoman in the game. Colilns la very fast, and
ie a graceful fielder likewise. Ho is larger fl
physically than Evers, and he Is a harder hitter M
than his N, L. rival. Iist year In 1B3 games b 'W
mado 844 putouts, 497 assists and 9 errors for M
a fielding average of .974. He ranked second 9
among tho A. L. second basemen, Bauman of fl
New York, who played in tiff jmwtft ffiint 1
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